From: hereditary diseases of the organ of vision, the transition is easy to those affecting the organ of hearing, for there are some defects whicli these organs seem, as it were, to share in common. This connexion has been already referred to by some writers, amongst whom Mr. White Cooper* states that imperfection of the two senses (of sight and hearing) not infrequently co-exist, especially in the curious class of cases we have just been considering, where the inability to distinguish colours is often associated with a corresponding inability to distinguish musical sounds. Dr. Earle relates, in his case of colour-blindness, that "the whole family, of which the chart has been exhibited, is
Another case is that of a shoemaker in my neighbourhood, who has had a family of eight children, consisting of four sons, who are all alive and apparently healthy, the eldest being now nineteen years old; and four daughters, three of whom have died from cerebral disease, one at the age of six months, one at the age of two years, and one at the age of four years and a half; the remaining girl is an infant, at present under treatment for hydrocephalus. The birth of the daughters in this case alternated with that of the sons; and the mother informed me, at my first interview with her, that in consequence of this tendency to disease of the brain, she had no hope of being able to rear a daughter.
Another is a case of enuresis affecting the eldest and the youngest sons of a family of five children, who have survived the age of infancy; the three other children are two boys, aged fifteen and eleven years, and a girl aged seventeen years, who have not suffered in the same way. The disease is inherited from the father, who was subject to it till he was past the age of puberty; and he has three male cousins, the children of a maternal uncle, who have in like manner suffered from it; these three males have a half-brother by their father's first marriage, and two sisters by his second marriage with their mother, who have long passed the age of puberty, and have always been free from the complaint.
Another is a case of hereditary twins in one of my female patients living near Dorset-square. The mother, the maternal aunt, the maternal grandmother, and the maternal great-grandmother have all had twins; but none of the sons in these families have ever been known to transmit in this way a double heritage, although some of them have been twins themselves with twin brothers, both of whom have in some instances married and have had large families of children, but none of their wives have ever been enabled to favour them with two children at a birth.
The number of these cases might be greatly increased by adding to the list such cases as exhibit a tendency only to the occurrence of this restriction, but sufficient have been cited for our purpose; and from a general consideration of the preceding cases, it will be evident that 55-xxvin. lowest, it appears to affect them inversely to the rank which each class may be allowed to take; for whilst many of them exhibit in their development an abject submission to its influence, it becomes less and less binding as we ascend in the scale of organized beings, and is seldom to be met with in our own race, except in conjunction with morbid development, when, through what must be termed the degrading influence of disease, sexual limitation is occasionally seen to occur, and perhaps more especially in connexion with hereditary diseases affecting the skin and its dependencies.
was apparently destined, in her case, to prove fatal. This sexual limitation of mortality in families may be independent of any special disease, as for example in those cases where the tendency to death from almost every disease is so strong, that it can only be referred to a hereditary inability in one or the other sex to maintain life, or to live beyond a certain age; and consequently death may be the result of whatever disease happens to them previous to the attainment of that limit of their existence. It is not very unusual to meet with families in which, for example, it would seem impossible to rear a son, whilst no such difficulty prevails with respect to daughters; or the reverse may be the case, where the sons grow up, but no daughters arrive at maturity, owing to the peculiar fatality which attends disease in the one sex and not in the other. "When daughters are concerned, no special importance is generally attached to this fact, but in the case of sons it is otherwise, for where the inheritance of property or of title is subject to the provisions of the Salic law, the failure of "heirs male," must always be viewed as a greater loss than that of children who cannot inherit either the one or the other. "
